Congress of the niten States
MWastington, DA 20515

January 21, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization act requires your certification on
continued F-22A Raptor production by March 1, 2009. We strongly urge your
certification of continued production of this vital program.

Continued F-22 production is critical to the security of our nation. The F-22 is the
nation’s most capable fighter and the world’s only operation 5™ generation fighter aircraft
in full-rate production. It is the weapon system we need to respond to potential
adversaries who are increasing their air combat capabilities both in terms of technology
and numbers of aircraft. Several nations have announced that they are developing
stealthy, twin-engine, high-altitude, 5™ generation fighters that will reach production
within the next five to ten years. Additionally, sophisticated and highly lethal air defense
systems such as the SA-20 and S-300/400 are proliferating worldwide,

Our nation has committed to procuring a total of just 183 F-22 aircraft. We are
convinced that this number is insufficient to meet potential threats, After accounting for
test, training, and maintenance aircraft, only about 100 F-22s will be immediately
available for combat at any given time, Given that over 30 air campaign studies
completed over the last 15 years have validated a requirement for far more than 183 F-22
Raptors to replace the original force of 800 I'-15 A-D Eagles, it is clear that such a lean
F-22 fleet is not consistent with America’s national security interest.

The F-22 is a model production line. Since full-rate production began, the unit flyaway
cost has decreased by 35 percent. If this certification is delayed, layoffs will begin as this
critical supplier base shuts down. Once we begin to lose the F-22 industrial base that was
created with billions of dollars of investment over many years, it will quickly become
virtually impossible to reconstitute a production capability.

The F-22 program annually provides over $12 billion of economic activity to the national
economy. As our nation faces one of the most trying economic times in recent history, it
is imperative to preserve existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our
national defense. Over 25,000 Americans working for more than 1,000 suppliers in 44
states manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it is estimated that another 70,000 Americans
indirectly owe their jobs to this program.
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Finally, your certification of continued I-22 production by March 2009 will enable
production to continue while the Department of Defense undertakes a more in-depth
analysis of the F-22 requirement in the context of the total national security requirement
that will be examined in the 2009 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR).

With these points in mind — growing worldwide threats, substantiated requirements for
larger numbers of F-22s, a high-performing, production capability, and a vital industrial
base that sustains high quality jobs — we urge you to expeditiously certify that continued
production of the F-22 Raptor is in the economic and national security interest of the
United States of America.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Phil Gingrey, MD (GA-11)
The Honorable Kay Granger (1X-12)
The Honorable Neil Abercrombie (HI-01)
The Honorable John Dingell (MI-15)
The Honorable Danny Davis (IL-07)
The Honorable Chet Edwards (TX-17)
The Honorable Todd Tiahrt (KS-04)

The Honorable Thomas Price (GA-06)

Page 3 Signatures

‘The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan (NM-03)
The Honorable Brian Higgins (NY-27)

The Honorable Gresham Barrett (SC-03)

The Honorable Christopher Carney (PA-10)

The Honorable Timothy Bishop (NY-01)
The Honorable Bill Shuster (PA-09)
The Honorable Dean Heller (NV-02)

The Honorable Jim McGovern (MA-03)

The Honorable Shelley Berkley (NV-01)
The Honorable John Barrow (GA-12)

The Honorable John Larson (CT-01)

The Honorable Norman Dicks (WA-6)
The Honorable David Scott (GA-13)
The Honorable Bill Young (FL-10)
The Honorable Jack Kingston (GA-01)
The Honorable Mac Thornberry (1X-13)
Honorable Hank Johnson (GA-04)
The Honorable Ellen Tauscher (CA-10)

The Honorable Sanford Bishop (GA-02)

The Honorable Phil Hare (IL-17)

The Honorable John Sullivan (OK-01)
The Honorable Ander Crenshaw (FL-04)
The Honorable Adam Putnam (FL-12)
The Honorable Mike Rogers (AL-03)
The Honorable Michelle Bachmann (MN-06)
The Honorable Doug Lamborn (CO-05)
The Honorable Mary Bono Mack (CA-45)
The Honorable Mike Rogers (MI-08)
The Honorable Larry Kissell (NC-08)

The Honorable Anna Eshoo (CA-14)
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The Honorable Mike Simpson (ID-02) The Honorable Chris Smith (NJ-04)
The Honorable Steve LaTourette (OH-14)  The Honorable Brian Bilbray (CA-50)
The Honorable Alcee Hastinés (FL-23) The Honorable Gary Miller (CA-42)
The Honorable Greg Walden (OR-02) The Honorable Ciro Rodriguez (TX-23)
The Honorable Corrine Brown (FL-03) The Honorable Tom Latham (IA-04)
The Honorable Collin Peterson (MN-07) The Honorable Jerry Moran (KS-01)
The Honorable Robert Andrews (NJ-01)  The Honorable Peter Viscolosky (IN-01)
The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart (FL-21) The Honorable Jo Bonner (AL-01)
The Honorable Mark Souder (IN-03) The Honorable Donald Manzullo (IL-16)
The Honorable Rick Boucher (VA-09)  The Honorable Don Young (AK-At Large)

The Honorable Joe Barton (TX-06) The Honorable Peter Roskam (IL-06)
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The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart (FL-25) The Honorable Eric Cantor (VA-07)

The Honorable Dave Camp (MI-04) The Honorable Peter King (NY-03)
The Honorable Kevin Brady (TX-08) The Honorable Zack Space (OH-18)
The Honorable Paul Broun (GA-10) The Honorable Patrick Kennedy (RI-01)

The Honorable Chris Murphy (CT-05)  The Honorable Ginny Brown-Waite (FL-05)

The Honorable Parker Griffith (AL-05) The Honorable Tom Price (GA-06)

The Honorable Paul Sarbanes (MD-03)  The Honorable Madeleine Bordallo (GU)
The Honorable Steve Scalise (LA-01) The Honorable Ted Poe (TX-02)

The Honorable John Carter (IX-31) " The Honorable Bill Posey (FL-15)
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The Honorable Pete Olson (TX-22) The Honorable Jim Marshall (GA-08)

‘The Honorable Connie Mack (FL-14) The Honorable Louie Gohmert (TX-01)

Page 6 Signatures

The Honorable Henry Brown (SC-01) The Honorable Mike McCaul (TX-10)
‘The Honorable Jim Langevin (RI-02) The Honorable Artur Davis (AL-07)
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman-Shultz (FL-20) The Honorable Joe Wilson (SC-02)
The Honorable Kristen Gillibrand (NY-20) The Honorable Jim Himes (CT-04)
The Honorable Rob Bishop (UT-01) The Honorable Joe Courtney (CT-02)
The Honorable Dean Heller (NV-02) The Honorable Dan Boren (OK-02)
The Honorable Michael Arcuri (NY-24)  The Honorable Patrick McHenry (NC-10)
The Honorable Robert Brady (PA-01) The Honorable Charlie Wilson (OH-06)
The Honorable John Barrow (GA-12) The Honorable Kenny Marchant (TX-24)
The Honorable Michael Burgess (TX-26) The Honorable Sue Myrick (NC-09)

The Honorable Suzanne Kosmas (F1.-24) The Honorable Wally Herger (CA-02)

Page 7 Signatures

The Honorable Harry Teague (NM-02) The Honorable John Linder (GA-07)
The Honorable Chellie Pingree (ME-01) The Honorable Kendrick Meek (FL-17)
The Honorable Steve King (IA-05) The Honorable John Kline (MN-02)
The Honorable Lynn Westmoreland (GA-03)  The Honorable Allen Boyd (FL.-02)
The Honorable Paul Hodes (NH-02) The Honorable Carol Shea-Porter (NH-01)

The Honorable Sam Graves (MO-06) The Honorable Mary Fallin (OK-05)
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The Honorable Leonard Boswell (IA-03)  The Honorable Robert Aderholt (AL-04)
The Honorable Duncan Hunter (CA-52) The Honorable Zach Wamp (TN-03)
The Honorable John Adler (NJ-03) The Honorable Bobby Scott (VA-03)

The Honorable Gus Bilirakis (FL-09) The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (CA-47)

The Honorable Michael McMahon (NY-13) The Honorable Rodney Alexander (LA-05)
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The Honorable Dave Reichert (WA-08)  The Honorable Gabrielle Giffords (AZ-08)
The Honorable Dennis Moore (KS-03) The Honorable Dan Lipinski (IL-03)
The Honorable Mike Turner (OH-03) The Honorable Steve Austria (OH-07)
The Honorable Daniel Maffei (NY-25) The Honorable Patrick Murphy (PA-08)
The Honorable John Culberson (TX-07) The Honorable John Boozman (AR-03)
The Honorable Mike Conaway (1X-11)  The Honorable Kevin McCarthy (CA-22)
The Honorable Bob Latta (OH-05) The Honerable Joe Donnelly (IN-02)
The Honorable Richard Neal (MA-02)  The Honorable Elijah Cummings (MD-O'?)

The Honorable Pete Hoekstra (MI-02) The Honorable Buck McKeon (CA-25)

The Honorable Pete Sessions (TX-32) The Honorable Nathan Deal (GA-09)
The Honorable Tom Rooney (FL-16) The Honorable E. B. Johnson (TX-30)

" Page 9 Signatures
The Honorable Joe Baca (CA-43) The Honorable Dan Lungren (CA-03)

The Honorable Dan Burton (IN-05) The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher (CA-46)

The Honorable Elton Gallegly (CA-24) The Honorable Nick Rahall (WV-03)
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The Honorable Frank Lucas (OK-3) The John McHugh (NY-23)

The Honorable Joe Crowley (NY-07) The Honorable Ralph Hall (TX-04)
The Honorable Harold Rogers (KY-05) The Honorable Larﬁar Smith (TX-21)
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (CT-03) The Honorable Tim Holden (PA-17)

The Honorable Frank LoBiondo (NJ -02) The Honorable Bob Filner (CA-51)
The Honorable Bennie Thompson (MS-02) The Honorable Maurice Hinchey (NY-22)
The Honorable Steve Rothman (NJ-09) The Honorable Trent Franks (AZ-02)

The Honorable Jim Costa (CA-20) The Honorable Mark Schauer (MI-07)
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The Honorable Blaine Luetkemeyer (M0-09) The Honorable Doc Hastings (WA-04)
The Honorable Tim Ryan (OH-17) The Honorable E. B. Johnson (TX-30)
The Honorable Grace Napolitano (CA-38)  The Honorable Christopher Lee (NY-26)
The Honorable Maxine Waters (CA-35) The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (NY-04)
The Honorable Darrell Issa (CA-49) The Honorable Dennis Rehberg (MN-At Large)
The Honorable Jeff Miller (FL-01) The Honorable Randy Forbes (VA-04)
‘The Honorable Mike Mclntyre (NC-07) The Honorable John Shimkus (I1.-19)
The Honorable Dutch Ruppersberger (MD-02) The Honorable Steve Israel (NY-02)
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (F1.-18) The Honorable Mike Ross (AR-04)
The Honorable George Radanovich (CA-19)  The Honorable Steve Buyer (IN-04)

The Honorable Gregg Harper (MS-03) The Honorable Paul Tonko (NY-21)
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The Honorable Tom Cole (OK-04)

‘The Honorable Donna Christensen (VI)
The Honorable Sam Johnson (TX-03)
The Honorable Brian Bilbray (CA-50)
The Honorable John Fleming (L.A-04)
The Honorable Mike Coffman (CO-06)

The Honorable Henry Cueliar (TX-28)
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